Academics

For this topic, the groups (with the agreement of the class) felt pretty strongly against what learning communities had to offer. Their main point was that an LC constricts their ability to take gen ed’s that they might be interested in. For example, the majority of the class is taking AVS 101 (which they enjoy), a business class (which they enjoy), and an environmental ethics class (which everyone despises). If LCs had fewer classes, the students felt there would be less chance of taking classes that students have no desire to take. While it is nice to have classes with the same people, this also restricts your networking ability in that you are meeting less people. 

In regards to academic help outside of class, they felt that the AEC needed to be advertised better. While our class new about it really well with David and I both involved, they said that the majority of their friends had no idea that there was a place to go for extra help. A possible solution for this was better methods of advertising, possibly putt a link directly on the school’s homepage.

Housing

I was happy to hear that everybody had favorable views of their RA, in that the students felt comfortable going to them if they needed something. Most of the students liked their particular dorm and were happy with their roommates. This was a pretty favorable topic for discussion.

Extra-Curriculars

This category covers everything outside of academics and housing (which is a lot!). One thing this group of students mentioned was the fact that this campus is a ghost town on the weekends. With the a good majority of students living off-campus on top of many students going home to see friends or work, it can be very boring here from Friday to Sunday. One thing we talked about that could be done is to improve housing for sophomores and juniors. This would equate to greater on-campus retention, and make the weekends a little less boring. Then the university could also put more promotional events on the weekends and get a better turnout.

Two other topics that were mentioned were sports and food. For sports, one student felt that intramurals did not offer enough and Division I was too high of a level. There are club sports, but not for those sports who have a Division I team. I agree with this in that there needs to be club teams (or at least intramural sports occurring more often) for those popular sports. For food, our students have felt that both Hope and Butterfield can get very repetitive, so a suggestion one student made was to have more of those “theme” food nights which are very popular and often have excellent turnouts.

